
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thursday 25th July 2019 

Dear Parents, 
 
Re: End of Year  
 
As the adventure for this year draws to an end, I would like to thank everybody for their 
continued support and involvement during the last 12 months. This year has been a 
particularly busy one, full of trips, visitors, experiences and a lot of hard work by all. 
 
During the Autumn term, we welcomed owls into school; dressed and talked like pirates; 
ventured on a fishing and bird-watching expedition and took on the challenge at a 
balance bike course. We have competed in poetry competitions; achieved fantastic results 
in cross country races; explored the zoo; sizzled our way through ‘National Sausage Week’ 
and told the tale of a strange bear roaming the village giving out hugs! We raised a huge 
amount of money for children in need by being ‘Gung Ho!’; tackled rugby challenges in the 
snow; met Santa by train and celebrated Christmas, St Nics style! 
 
During the Spring term, we explored museums in Bristol; explored Dinosaur World; took 
over the Apple Store and climbed Smeatons Tower.  We cooked and ate our very own 
haggis for Burns night; geocached our way around Mount Edgcumbe and met the 
Trunchbull herself at the theatre watching Matilda the Musical. We opened our very own 
Chinese restaurant; took over the school on Pupil Takeover Day; commissioned our own 
Art & Photography expedition and cared for our very own chicks and ducklings. Year 2 
spent the night under the shark tank; the whole school became scientists for National 
Science Week and Reception ventured on a Pony expedition. We made a huge amount of 
mess on National Pillow Fight Day! 
 
During the Summer term, we renditioned our very own Baby Shark dance routine for 
International Dance Day; hunted bears in the woods; searched for pirates on the waves 
and met Tom Gates himself, live on stage. After a gruelling week of SATS, Year 6 took 
over the UK’s largest waterpark. Year 2 climbed waterfalls; Year 3 & 5 took over the 
Pirate FM studios and Year 5 hit the capital; visiting the Queen; whizzing around the 
London Eye and watching a performance of The Lion King in the West End. Year 4 
explored Cardiff including a speed boat ride and descendedThe Big Pit. Year 3 searched for 
dinosaur fossils along the Jurassic coast and Year 6 walked an incredible 34 miles 
around Cornwall, surfing, fishing and camping. We designed and created our own  



 
 
 
 
ice-cream flavours; dressed up as members of the Armed Forces and delivered flowers to 
members of the local community. We even managed to fit in a Harry Potter Studios, 
London tour. 
 
As you can see, a very action-packed and busy year! A lot of these trips require children 
to be courageous, focussed and determined to succeed. Aside from all of these trips and 
experiences, we are extremely proud of every child for their academic achievements too. 
Our EYFS children have made great progress towards achieving their ‘Early Learning 
Goals’. Year 1 children smashed their Phonics Screening Check, with 100% of children 
meeting the expected standard. Year 2 and 6 achieved fantastic outcomes in their end of 
key stage assessments; some exceeding predictions. This proves that both are possible- 
taking part in lots of experiences, trips and visits whilst also working hard in school and 
achieving well academically.  
 
Another particular achievement for St Nicolas School this year is the level of participation 
in sport, both at local and county levels. Children have competed in a variety of 
competitions such as: cross country; rugby; cricket; sportshall athletics; swimming; netball; 
football and tennis. Children even qualified for the Country finals this year under the 
guidance and support of Rhona and Caroline. We would like to thank them both for the 
hard work, time and dedication they give to our budding athletes.  
 
Today, we say ‘half of a goodbye’ to Mrs Clarke. Although leaving St Nicolas, Mrs Clarke 
will be continuing her role as the EYFS lead for the St Barnabas MAT, based at St 
Martins School in Liskeard. As the EYFS lead, Mrs Clarke will be keeping a very close eye 
on every child at St Nicolas and will be in school regularly, supporting Miss Pitman and 
Mrs Gardiner.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Clarke for everything she has done for 
St Nicolas. Mrs Clarke was instrumental in setting up our Pre-School provision nearly 4 
years ago, which has thrived under her leadership. I know that Mrs Clarke is going to be 
greatly missed by children, parents and staff. Thank you, Mrs Clarke- we know that you 
are going to be outstanding in your new position.  
 
 
Our plans for September are already well under way! Please see a list of initial dates 
below.  
 
Thursday 5th September- First day of term (children) 
Monday 9th September- Year 3-6 Start of Year camp 
Friday 13th September- Roald Dahl Dress-Up Day 
Wednesday 18th September- Year 4 Fishing Trip- Bakes Lake 
Thursday 26th September- Year 5 Brown Willy Climbing Expedition 
Monday 30th September- Year 6 Drakes Cycle Trail challenge 
Wednesday 2nd October- Reception Balance Biking- Lanhydrock 
Friday 4th October- Production of ‘I Believe in Unicorns!’ 
Monday 14th October- National Baking Day 



 
 
 
W/C Monday 21st October- Half Term 
Saturday 2nd November- St Nics PTA Bonfire Night at school 
Friday 15th November- ‘Dirty in Downderry’ - Get Muddy for Children in Need 
More information on all of the above will follow in September. 
 
Next year, we will be continuing with our swimming sessions in Saltash, Zero Gravity 
gymnastics and will also be welcoming special ‘Wild Tribe’ instructors into school weekly. 
This will develop of programme of outdoor learning experiences. 
 
I would like to thank all of the children, staff and parents for their incredible 
commitment, dedication and hard work this year. We would like to wish you all an 
incredibly sunny and safe summer, full of laughter and memory making. 
 
See you in September when the adventure continues! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr Jake Imrie 
Head of School 


