25th September 2020

A message from Mr Imrie
Dear Parents,
It has been lovely to see the school buzzing with activity after 3.30pm this week as our programme of after-school clubs have
continued. Children have been ‘street surfing’ across the playground, maintaining the school gardens, producing beautiful
watercolour paintings, cooking, beach exploring and more! We love that your children are so keen to get involved.
I had the pleasure of accompanying Year 4 on their outdoor orienteering adventure this week. Children braved the rain and honed
their map reading skills, using a compass and precise pacing to locate the treasure. Our outdoor adventures continue this term with
Year 6 cycling the Drakes Trail, Year 3 mountain biking through the woods and Reception
becoming part of their very own traditional tale in an enchanted forest… how exciting!
Finally, THANK YOU to everyone who donated towards our firework appeal! We did it!
Look out for the St Nics light up (from your house or the beach!) at 7.30pm on Friday 6th
November.

BOOM! Jake
EYFS - Explorers

Star
Learner of
the Week!

Oliver for a wonderfully
imaginative helicopter
story with interesting
characters! Mrs. Gardiner

Year 1 & 2- Adventurers
Indiya for her amazing
sentence writing. She is a
writing superstar!
Ms Treasure

Year 3 & 4 - Voyagers

Year 5 & 6 - Pioneers

Willow for great
perseverance during
shared reading this week.

Maddison for her fantastic
positive attitude towards her
learning so far this termvery impressed! Mr Imrie

Miss McCarten

--- REMINDER: Next Friday (2nd October) is an INSET Day and school is closed to all pupils. ---

25th September 2020

Gotcha!

P.T.A Annual General Meeting
If you would like to know what the PTA are up to or would
like to get involved in supporting the children at St Nics then
the PTA AGM is on Wednesday 30th September at 8pm on
zoom and we would love you to join in! We have a
Facebook page in which we publish all our events and we
have a Facebook group for parents to be able to
communicate and questions and ideas. Please look us up as
St Nicolas School PTA and join us if you haven’t yet.
Watch this space for the agenda and link for the zoom
meeting coming soon!

Dates for your Diary!
WC 28th September - Our ‘Reading is Magic’ Festival!
30th September - PTA Annual General Meeting 8.00pm
1st October - The St Nics Special- Harry Potter themed lunchtime
2nd October - INSET DAY - School closed to pupils
5th October - Bike Doctor Visit - Year 3 & 6
6th October - Reception Expedition- More info on the way!
9th October- Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day
13th October - Year 6 Drake’s Trail Expedition
13th October - Individual Pupil Photos (Y6 TBC)
20th October - Year 3 Mountain Bike Expedition
23rd October - End of Term 1
2nd November - INSET Day - School closed to pupils
3rd November - Term 2 Begins
3rd November - Year 1 Sausage Adventure.
17th November - Year 2 Recycled Art Challenge
1st December - Reception - Year 6 Nasal Flu Programme
15th December - Christmas Craft Day
16th December - Christmas Lunch
18th December - End of Term
5th January - Start of Term

The Teaching of Reading
Our reading lessons are well underway now and I
wanted to share with you our approach to the
teaching of reading. In the Early Years & Key Stage 1,
children learn reading using a scheme called Read
Write Inc. Every child is assessed and put into a small
group that is taught by an adult from across the
school. During this session, children practise sounds,
learn to blend to increase fluency and begin to gain
comprehension skills. Your child’s home reading book
matches the book used during school based lessons.
In Key Stage 2, we use a whole class shared reading
approach. Children read the same book at the same
time, some read aloud by the teacher and some
independently. Children then answer a range of
questions about the chapter they have read,
demonstrating their comprehension and
understanding of the text.

--- REMINDER: Next Friday (2nd October) is an INSET Day and school is closed to all pupils. ---

