
Dear Parents,

Another term complete with lots of learning adventure memories created! Firstly, I would like to thank the whole staff team for their tremendous hard work, for 

all of the children. If it wasn’t for them, the St Nics magic wouldn’t happen.

I have had the delight of joining some of our outdoor adventure visits this term, including Pony Trekking, adventures on the moors and even all the way down to 

the Minack Theatre where Year 3 & 4 created their own play and performed it live on stage! 

Our Early Years children, including Nursery, had a trollific adventure in the woods, hunting for trolls and creating bridges. Mrs Gardiner and Mrs Perry even 

prepared some special troll-like marshmallows which the children toasted on an open fire. Our EYFS team also arranged an exciting ‘Toddle Waddle’; a 

sponsored run from Seaton to Downderry along the beach which raised an incredible £900 which will be spent directly on the children’s outdoor learning space. 

Miss Pitman and Mrs Chadd arranged an absolutely fantastic visit to Looe. The Year 1 & 2 children visited a local fish market and met the RNLI Lifeguards inside 

their station. This was all linked to their learning back at school. (We played in the park too… Shh!) 

2 of our children were very lucky enough to visit the Plymouth Pavillions to watch and train with the Patriots basketball team. A huge thank you to Dave Barker, 

our PE Lead,  for organising these lifelong, memory-making experiences for our children… many more to follow!

Whilst the children enjoyed haggis and noodles on Burns Night and Chinese New Year, Suzie Hartshorn, our outdoor adventure leader, worked with our youngest 

children to create a St Nics version of the Eddystone lighthouse, which stands, in proud situ, inside our outdoor 3 year old area. 

Whilst Storm Eunice gave our children the chance to learn online again, all of the staff from across both St Nicolas and Millbrook met online to review the 

outcomes and intended actions from our most recent school improvement visit from Mrs Dorian-Kemp, our school improvement partner. These visits really help 

us to focus on our priorities and refine our practice to ensure that we are consistently delivering quality first teaching for all of our children. 

Furthermore, I send another huge well done to the team who made it to the Netball County Finals! The St Nics Team smashed their way through the East 

Cornwall qualifiers and travelled to Newquay to compete in the County Finals, finishing strong and receiving silver medals. We are so proud of the children for 

their teamwork, courage, resilience and passion for competitive sports and for wanting to represent their special school by the sea.

Finally, we would like to wish everyone a lovely Easter break. Next term, we look forward to welcoming some new children, all the way from the Ukraine. We will 

share with them our love, passion for adventure learning, community spirit and the promise that Jesus gave to us; life in all its fullness. 

Happy Easter!  Jake Imrie   Executive Headteacher   (jimrie@stbarnabasmat.com) 
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Dates for your Diary

8th April - End of Term 

25th April - Start of Term
WC 25th April - Year 3/4 Swimming Week 
WC 25th April - World Gardening Week 
26th April - Year 1/2 visit to Drake’s Island 
29th April - International Day of Dance 
WC 9th May - Year 6 SATS Week 
13th May - Year 6 Adrenalin Quarry
16th May - Year 4 residential to Cardiff 
24th May - Year 5 & 6 Burrator Reservoir
24th May - Year 1 Bear Hunt in Cardinham Woods 
24th May - Year 2 Cycling in Cardinham Woods
13th June - Year 1 Bear Hunt Cardinham Woods
23rd June - Year 3 Beer residential
27th June - Year 4 & 5 Canoeing/ Kayaking Trip
27th May - Dinosaur Day!
14th June - Year 5 residential to London 
20th June - Sports Day 10.30am
1st July - Key Stage 2 Play Performance 
11th July - Year 6 River Dart residential
19th July - Reception Class Graduation 2.00pm 
21st July - Year 6 Leavers Service 6.00pm 

Fred Frogs blog
H-el-ll-o!

As we are about to move into the Easter break it would be great for children to 

still enjoy reading while they are at home. A great site is:

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

You can sign in for free as parents and instantly access hundreds of books 

online. You can access this on phones, tablets or laptops. RWI books are 

available as well as lots of other stories that your child can read just for the 

love of reading!

If you find any fantastic new stories over the Easter holidays we would love to 

hear about it back in school.

08.04.2022                                            21

Mental Health & Wellbeing
Every Mind Matters

There are many ways you can keep your mental health fit and well, just as you 
would your physical health. Having a healthy mind and recognising what to do 
if you start to have a wobble can help you to avoid getting into a crisis. 

NHS Kernow have developed a range of resources and information to help 
everyone in Cornwall to have good mental health. 

Their ‘Every Mind Matters’ link includes sections on dealing with life’s 
challenges, supporting others and wellbeing tips. Take a look at the link below 
to find out more       Mental health - NHS Kernow CCG

AWARDS Explorers Adventurers Voyagers Pioneers 

English Award Howie for 
making superb 
progress in his 

writing. 

Super 
perseverance to 

complete his 
English 

assessments.

Willow for 
amazing 

perseverance with 
her handwriting- 

Official pen 
licence holder! 

Natalia for pushing 
past her ‘writer’s 

block’ and creating an 
excellent resolution to 
her suspense story.

Mathematician Seb for creating a 
variety of 

repeating patterns 
independently.  

Brilliant resilience 
and perseverance in 
maths all half term!

Maya for being 
able to find 
equivalent 

fractions this 
week. 

Cody for his 
determination to improve 
his understanding during 

maths revision.

Special Mention Ruby for always 
being kind to 

others and looking 
out for them. 

Junior for 
enthusiastically 
catching up with 

assessments, super 
effort!

Ben for using 
great scientific 
vocabulary during 
our experiment. 

Parker for his 
enthusiasm whilst 

learning the songs for 
our school play. 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.kernowccg.nhs.uk/your-health/mental-health/


Early Years 
This term has been full of firsts and wow moments in EYFS. 
We have been learning the story of Farmer Duck, we 
innovated it and the reception children have written their first 
full story that we have made into a book that they can take 
home and share with their grown ups. 
We have enjoyed our first preschooler visit to Seaton. They 
made bridges for the Billy Goats Gruff, created clay trolls and 
built fires to cook hot chocolate and marshmallows. We look 
forward to taking them out more often! 
Reception children also enjoyed going pony trekking and every 
child was happy to not only ride the ponies but do a quick trot! 
The children also became mini scientists and shared their 
investigations at our St.Nics science fair. They showed fantastic 
subject knowledge and were able to talk about the science that 
they had been doing in school. We look forward to many more 
adventures this Summer
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Year 3 & 4
We have had a very busy half term, especially on a Monday 
afternoon with Suzie! We have been exploring floods in our 
geography topic and have made some excellent dams and 
flood defences of our own. During our outdoor adventure 

sessions we have been learning about beavers, tadpoles as 
well as ‘trying’ to grow plants for our veg patch. 

Our focus text this half term has enabled us to put on our 
detective hats and explore and solve the Mystery of the 

Whistling Caves, to help us we created our own 
investigation boards complete with motives, suspects and 

alibis! 
Finally, as a class we took a visit to the minack theatre 

which enabled us to not only enjoy the beautiful area but 
improve our acting skills. We have sadly also said goodbye 

to Sheena this week- We will miss her very much! 

Year 1 & 2

What an amazing half term our adventurers have had. We 
have had lots of first times experiences and explored new 
places.
Our very grown up year 2s had their first ever residential trip! 
They climbed, walked, explored and kept the grown ups awake!

 
To celebrate St Piran’s Day we did the almighty walk across 
the beach and sand dunes to see St Pirans cross and church. 
Tired legs and big smiles all round!

We have really enjoyed our time at zero gravity this half term, 
perfecting our rolls, jumps and balancing while having fun.
We all so proud of the year 1 and 2 children and we are excited 
for all the fun of the Summer term ahead!

Year 5 & 6
There have been many highlights of this half term. The effort and 
work that Pioneers put into our science fair; creating transport 
solutions for a greener world, growing plants in mazes and making a 
greenhouse effect in a bottle was inspirational. The whole class 
enjoyed an orienteering trip at Mt Edgcumbe and did not get lost! We 
had a fascinating online tutorial from Newcastle University where we 
experienced what it might be like to be a doctor for 24 hrs in A&E and 
the decisions that our class made here showed that they really 
understood the importance of ethics in making decisions. I really 
notice that the enthusiasm for sport has ramped up after having 
some excellent PE lessons and extra coaching from our highly skilled 
parent volunteers. We were delighted with our netball team who 
made it through to the finals of the Cornwall games and achieved 
silver. This week we took a team to tag rugby for the trust and the 
teamwork and sportsmanship was just fantastic. What is super is 
how many students are keen to take part and we are seeing some 
hidden talents emerging all the time. Most importantly, the kindness 
and support that our Pioneers show for each other, in what is a 
challenging time for many is something that we are incredibly proud 
of . Throughout all their learning experiences they remain a team. 
Well done Pioneers!

End of Term ‘Round-Up’


